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A VISIT TO THE 

 

GOLD COUNTRY 

Story Begins on Page 19 
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As We Head Into The Last Quarter Of 2024,  

the shorter hours of daylight and cooler weather will 
hopefully bring everyone’s focus on model railroad-
ing out of hibernation.  I’ve got several projects 
items that were placed on the back burner during the 
spring and summer months myself.  I’m also already 
seeing an uptick in invites for operating sessions 
around the Sierra Division.  
 
We held our third quarterly business meeting and 
layout tour in the Sierra Foothills on August 17th.  
One club and five private layouts, from Granite Bay 
to Nevada City, opened their doors for division 

members to tour.  Our meeting was held at the Nevada County Narrow 
Gauge Railroad Museum in Nevada City.  
 

There are also some train shows on the horizon.  The International Rail 
Fair  (IRF) at Cal Expo is first up on the list on November 2-3.  Our division, 
along with the Sacramento Modular Railroaders, the Sacramento chapter of 
the European Train Enthusiasts, and Roseville Roundhouse Model Railroad 
Association, organize this annual show and share any profits from attendee 
admissions to the show. The IRF gives the public an opportunity to learn 
about our hobby by interacting with modular club members who will have 
their layouts set up on the floor of the show. There will also be many vendors 
who will be selling a variety of model railroad equipment, scenery, and books.  
Members from our division will be responsible for providing clinics for the 
public throughout the weekend.  I’d like to invite anyone who is interested in 

providing a clinic to contact IRF organizer and division member Tom Camp-
bell. 
 
There are also a few more “save the date” events on the horizon that you’ll be 
hearing more about in the coming months.  The Pacific Coast Region’s annual 
Layout Design and Operations weekend will be centered in the Sacramento 

area on January 31, February 1st and 2nd.  The “Great Train Show” and 
“World’s Greatest Hobby Tour” is slated for Cal Expo in mid February.   

 

From the Superintendent 
 

Sierra Division 
Callboard 

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Frank Markovich 

frank@markovich.com 
(408) 505 2727 

 

Director, Sierra Division 
Lou Anderson 

louiesqd@att.net 

(480) 845-8480 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 
Dave Putnam 

dave@daveandlisa.net 
(661) 753-6006 

 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Dave Fryman 

fryperson@hotmail.com 
(925) 360 1377 

 

Paymaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 
(408) 663-2019 

 
 

SHORT LINE  Editor  
Chip Meriam 

chipmeriam@comcast.net 
(530) 899-2609  

Contest Chairperson 
Mike Hamlin 

hamlin6250@gmail.com 
(530) 526-4408 

 

Membership Chairperson 
Jim Collins 

(209) 566-0935 

jimcoll51@gmail.com 
 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 

Achievement Program 
Dave Bayless 

(530) 613-5784 
 

Webmaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 

(408) 663-2019 

Short Line  is published quarterly by the 
Sierra Division of the Pacific Coast 
Region of the National Association. 
Material may be reprinted with permis-
sion. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heart-
ily encouraged and will be enthusiasti-
cally accepted! The preferred format 
would be in Rich Text Format (RTF), 
with photos as JPEGs, but we will ac-
cept any format (from a PC or Mac; MS 
Word, Simple Text, typed, or handwrit-
ten). Send it to your editor by regular 

mail to Short Line , 2260 Cherry Glenn 
Ct., Chico, CA 95926 or by email to :  

chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing 
put EDITOR in the subject line.  

Dave Putnam, 
Division Superintendent 

 

Clinicians Needed 

Contact Chip Meriam 
chipmeriam@comcast.net 

Or 

Tom Campbell 
tom.c.irf@gmail.com 

 

https://ncngrrmuseum.org/
https://ncngrrmuseum.org/
https://internationalrailfair.com/
https://internationalrailfair.com/
mailto:tom.c.irf@gmail.com
mailto:tom.c.irf@gmail.com
https://www.greattrainshow.com/
https://www.greattrainshow.com/
mailto:frank@markovich.com
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:dave@daveandlisa.net
mailto:fryperson@hotmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
mailto:hamlin6250@gmail.com
mailto:jimcoll51@gmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com


   Oct-Nov-Dec  2024 

 

Further follow up from my query about motivation came from Gary Ray. Here’s what 
Gary had to say: 

 

“Hi Chip, 
In reply to your question about how to continue to move ahead, I find blogging is very 
helpful— even if no one reads it (but there are a few.)  It helps me because I can look at 
my last blog post and realize it has been awhile...something better get done!  It is great 
for me to see my own progress.” 
 
For Gary’s blog, follow this link: 

https://www.southernpacificlayout.com/ 

 

 

From the July 2019 Issue of the Short Line….. 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

Chip Meriam, 
Short Line Editor 

 

The Story This Quarter Is Klaus Keil  

The Sierra Division held no 2nd quarter meet be-
cause we were hosting the 2019 PCR Convention 
during the same week we would normally have our 
meet. Rather, we all enjoyed (and several of us 
worked at) the 2019 Diamond Rails Forever Con-
vention at the McClellan Conference Center in 
Sacramento….  

Our Division Director, Tom Van Horn, announced 
the Sierra Division’s Member of The Year, Klaus 
Keil. Klaus is most deserving of this recognition 
because, despite having lost his home and his en-
tire layout in the Camp Fire last November, he has 
continued to participate in division activities, has 
actively re-started his modeling, and even created 
and presented a well received clinic at the PCR 
convention in May. Throughout all of this, Klaus 
has maintained a very positive attitude and has 
been a complete joy to be around. At age 91, Klaus 
is a true inspiration and leadership example for us 
all.  

Congratulations, Klaus.  

This is truly a merited honor.  
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LAST RUN 

 

Klaus Keil 

June 1, 1928  -  August 30, 2024 
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You are invited to the Pacific Coast Region 2025 Daylight Limited Convention 

in San Luis Obispo 

and registration is now open! 
 

We are offering an in person convention as well as a virtual option. If you are interested 
in our in person convention, you will want to act fast to sign up for spots on our excur-
sions and to reserve your hotel room.  

 

 a FREE companion fare ($160 value) that includes the Sunday breakfast! 
 3 days of clinics 
 the PCR business meeting and awards brunch on Sunday 
 Contests 
 layout tours 
 make & take clinics 
 a great hotel with free wi-fi, evening reception, parking and a breakfast buffet for only $154 avg/night for a 4 night 

stay 
 excursions on Amtrak, to Bittercreek Western RR, Norgrove Ry, Santa Maria Valley RR shops, the Pacific 

Coast Railroad at Santa Margarita Ranch, and more! *Some require registration by Sept 16th. 

 

 
Continued on page  6 
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     www.pcr2025.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our virtual event will include:  
 3 days of clinics 
 tour of the contest room by an MMR 
 Special Interest Group gatherings 
 vendor focus 
 the opportunity to vote on the clinics you would like to see in the virtual event for eve-

ryone registered early 
 and more! 

 

To register: https://pcr2025.org/registration/ 
 
We hope to see you in March in San Luis Obispo! 

The Northern Nevada Layout Tour will be 
Nov 8-9-10 2024 

About 18 layouts will be open. 
The tour booklet list will be available about the 20th of Octo-
ber.  Feel free to contact me. 
Jim Petro 
I prefer email.  

Jpetro328@gmail.com 
775-852-5636 

http://www.pcr2025.org
https://pcr2025.org/registration/
mailto:Jpetro328@gmail.com
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Short Line 

Dec 10 for the Jan Issue 

Mar 10 for the Apr Issue 

June 10 for the July Issue 

Sept 10 for the Oct Issue 

Timetable   

 
Nov 2 & 3 

International Rail Fair 

Cal Expo 

Feb 8, 2025 

Sacramento 

 
May 10, 2025 

To be determined 

 

SIERRA DIVISION 
Next In-Person Meet:  Nov. 2 & 3 

International Rail Fair 
Sacramento, CA 
Clinicians Needed, 

See page 2 

Sierra Division continues to have online 
meets via ZOOM. Future online meets 
will be held the second Saturday of 
each month when an in-person meet is 
not scheduled. 

UPCOMING ONLINE MEETS 

(all beginning at 10:30 AM) 

Oct 12, 2024 

Dec 14, 2024 

Jan 11, 2025 

2024/2025 Great Train Show Schedule 
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Tidewater Southern MRC Inc.  
 

We are Located in Building 1 at the San Joaquin County Fairgrounds (1658 S Airport Way, Stockton, CA 
95206), We have both HO and N scale layouts housed in a 2,400 sq. ft. alcove.  The HO scale layout repre-
sents the former Tidewater Southern branch line of Western Pacific.  We meet every Saturday from 9am 
- 5pm except for major holidays and run trains on the last Saturday of the month. Admission is 
free!  Email us at: tidewatersrhs@gmail.com for our schedule. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1658+S+Airport+Way,+Stockton,+CA+95206?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1658+S+Airport+Way,+Stockton,+CA+95206?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:tidewatersrhs@gmail.com


   Oct-Nov-Dec  2024 

 

Union Pacific 4014 “Big Boy” Visits the Sierra Division 
July 10 through 19, UP 4014, “Big Boy” travelled through the Sierra Division, making ten stops: 

 

Portola, CA     Oroville, CA 

Roseville, CA    Colfax, CA 

Truckee, CA     Sparks, CA 

Winnemucca, NV    Carlin, NV 

Elko, NV     Montello, NV 

 

Here are several shots of the large locomotive’s tour through our division. A special thanks to the six “shutterbugs” that 
sent  in these photos. 

 

 

Portola  (photo: Matt Mello) 

Keddie Wye  (photo:  Thomas Schultz) 

Continued on page  14 
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Union Pacific 4014 “Big Boy” Visits the Sierra Division 
 

 

Oroville (photo:  Dave Jones) 

Colfax  (photo: Amanda Mello) 

Continued on page  15 

Oroville (photo:  Carl Henker) 



   Oct-Nov-Dec  2024 

 

Union Pacific 4014 “Big Boy” Visits the Sierra Division 
 

 

Donner Summit (photo:  Matt Mello) 

Antelope Hill  (photo:  Thomas Schultz) 

Gerlach (photo:  Ryan Hanan) 
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Have you joined the NMRA Interchange?  It’s the newest tool to help you connect with other 
members, gain knowledge and learn to modeling techniques.  The Interchange is hosted on 
the Discord application which is available for Windows, Apple OS, Android and Apple devic-
es.   See instructions below for signing up.  
 

Joining the NMRA Interchange 

Speed Muller 

IT Manager, NMRA  

 

Have you joined the Interchange yet? If not, follow these steps to get connected! 

1. Go to nmra.org/nmra-interchange 

2. It will ask you to log in to the NMRA website if you're not already logged in. If you are not registered with the 
NMRA website yet, now's the time to do it. Click the "Need a username? Register now" button, and get set up. 
Use the email address on file in the NMRA membership system (probably the one where you got this eBulle-
tin). The system will email you a link to set your password. 

3. Now you should be in the NMRA Interchange page. If not, click this link. 

4. Click on Member Info in the top right corner and scroll down get your exact Member ID. You'll need that later. 

5. Read through the page and then follow the "Interchange Server Invite" link at the bottom. This is a special link 
just for you and will look something like https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx 

6. You will be taken to Discord (the platform that hosts the NMRA Interchange) where you will be prompted to 
sign in, if you already have an account there, or prompted to register, if not. If you need instructions for creating 
an account or logging into Discord they can be found here. 

7. Once you accept the NMRA Interchange Invite, and you are logged in, you will land in #the-lobby with 
a message on what to do next. 

8. We suggest that you read and agree to the #rules first. Just click on #rules and then click on "thumbs up". Then 
click on #the-lobby again to do the most important step. 

9. Discord and the NMRA need to check with each other, in order to verify that you are a current NMRA 
member with an email on file. You start the process with the /onboardcommand. Now, this is very 
sensitive to the type of device you are using, so just type the first few letters /onb at the bottom where 
you see a + sign in a circle. It will complete the command for you in a pop-up just above that. Click on 
the /onboardcommand. Add your membership number (6 characters followed by a space and then 
two more characters) just as you noted in step 4. Example: /onboard input: 123456 0A 

10. Discord and the NMRA computers will have a chat, and then you will receive an email containing a /
clearance command. That's your entry ticket. Copy and paste the whole line into #the-lobby (at the + sign 
again). Example: /clearance input: 654321 

11. You're in! You will not have to do any of this again. If anything derails, you'll get a message telling you what to 
do next, and we also have Moderators in the Interchange standing by to help. 

12. If all went well, you'll now see more than 350 channels (those # things). We suggest you start by going 
to #introduce-yourself and then scroll up to #the-workbench to see what others have done and shared! Then 
find your Region and Division and say "hello" there. And then start participating and enjoy!  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9HZ0VvcQWV4Taz24170ECirp5UAz8E7ljbeNvLefd_J1i-sD61kbFFqsguPO5-Ks_HsUNBuaO086IvFsUmOzyaccPDXWrKN0dg==&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSNeqWHmxLD
https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmH4z7Mi5SUSKWEqy1mmbzUYQkalho9mESbDX76W1OypZqfe_-1WGZN1rbHYpNuI0UL603xjf71kPfP4Dqr9T6S61uguawHZdFZ6AGUkhyM-DLE_f6zh1q4sEAD8kXZISoXK-P0hbzW-VgreksxZHaprFA4suz_Z104WM
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FB: Walt’s Trains and Electronics 
Email: waltstrains@yahoo.com 

408-431-1660 
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Sierra Division events appear on the PCR Calendar. If you would like for Sierra 
Division and PCR events to appear in your personal calendar, you can link to the 
PCR calendar on the web. 
 
This will work if you use Google Calendar, Outlook, or Apple's Calendar app. Go 
to https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/ for instructions on how to 
link to the PCR Calendar. Events placed on the PCR calendar will automatically 
appear in your calendar also. Questions or need help? meldridge2000@gmail.com 

 

 

Wed thru Fri  12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

 

https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
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On August 17 the morning dawned on an excursion into the foothills northeast of Sacramento—the California 
Gold Country. We encountered very little rare precious metal, but we did discover a wide array of railroad and 
model railroad activity scattered throughout Placer and Nevada Counties. In addition to our quarterly meeting 
at the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Museum (with lunch provided!!), we were hosted by Dick Pashley in 
Granite Bay, Phil Gully in Auburn, Dave Allen in Grass Valley, the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Historical 
Railroad in Grass Valley, Ron King in Nevada City, and Mike Christophe in Nevada City.  

A special thanks to all our hosts for opening their layouts and exhibits for our tour! 

August Meet  
Grass Valley / Nevada City 

FIELD TRIP 

Phil Gully’s Union Pacific & Summit County 

Continued on page  20 

(photo - Lorri Meriam) 

(photo - Michael Eldridge (photo - Lorri Meriam) 
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Dick Pashley’s 

Sacramento Mountain Subdivision 

(photo - Chip Meriam) (photo - Dave Putnam) 

(photo - Lorri Meriam) 

Our Host, Dick Pashley 

(photo - Lorri Meriam) 

FIELD TRIP 

Continued on page  21 
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Continued on page  22 

Dave Allen’s 

Swampwater Harbor Interstate Transfer 

(photo - Lorri Meriam) 

(photo - Chip Meriam) 

(photo - Chip Meriam) 
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Nevada County Narrow Gauge Historical Railroad 

(photo - Michael Eldridge) (photo - Michael Eldridge) 

(photo - Michael Eldridge) 

More on page  23 
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Ron King’s 

Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes 

(photo - Lorri Meriam} 

More on page  24 

(photo - Lorri Meriam} (photo - Lorri Meriam} 
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Mike Christophe’s 

No Name Railroad 

(photo - (Mike Christophe) 

More on page  25 

(photo - (Mike Christophe) (photo - (Mike Christophe) (photo - (Mike Christophe) 
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After touring various layouts during the morning, there was a business meeting and a hosted lunch at the Ne-
vada County Narrow Gauge Museum in Nevada City. Here, we found an impressive collection of prototype 
specimens that had been restored or were under restoration. 

Thanks to Dave Putnam and David Fryman for the meal service! 

August Meet  
Grass Valley / Nevada City 

(photo - Michael Eldridge) 

(photo - Chip Meriam) 

(photo - Lorri Meriam) 

(photo - Lorri Meriam) 
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The Sierra Division, PCR-NMRA is making available to Sierra Division members a “kit” containing the nec-
essary tools and instructions to complete the part 3 requirements of the NMRA Model Railroad Engineer – 
Civil Certificate. More information on the requirement is at: www.nmra.org/civil 
 
The Kit: 
The kit includes tools and templates sufficient to create the following (you only need to construct 3):  

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Right-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Left-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Single crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Double crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Crossing 14 degree  

How the System Works:  
 Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis. All reservations will be for a calendar month. Requests 

must be sent to louiesqd@att.net.  
 The kit will be shipped via UPS on the first day of the month. Arrival should be within 2-3 days.  
 The member may use the kit for what should be, about three weeks.  
 The member must ship the kit back, postage pre-paid by the 25th of the month. This will allow us time to 

check and clean the kit and still send it out again on the first of the month. Zip ties and address infor-
mation will be included in the kit. Return the kit to: 

  Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 
Reservations: 

The rental fee and deposit must be received by the 15th of the preceding month. 

The rental fee for the kit is $25.00 by separate check. This will cover the cost of shipping the kit to the 
member, cleaning costs and additional packaging as needed.  

A deposit in the amount of $500.00 must be included by separate check. This check will NOT be deposit-
ed unless the kit is not returned. When the kit is returned, the check will be destroyed.  

Mail both checks, made payable to the Sierra Division, to:  
 Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776.  
Preparation/Supplies: 
Be prepared. Have all supplies ready and on-hand in advance of the arrival of the kit. You will need:  

Micro-Engineering Code 83 NON-weathered rail, have extra on hand.  
Small diameter solder.  
Soldering iron, min 35 watts. 
Instructions and a DVD are including in the kit or you can go to https://www.handlaidtrack.com/ for more 

information. 
Responsibilities: 
  The member is responsible for loss and all damage to the contents of the kit. If you break it, or damage it 
beyond further use, notify us immediately at louiesqd@att.net. Be prepared to include a check in the amounts 
listed above to cover the cost of replacement.  

 Please notify us as soon as possible if you wish to cancel your reservation so that we can offer it to another 
member. 

  
If you have questions, please direct them to Lou Anderson at louiesqd@att.net. or Chip Meriam at chipmeri-
am@comcast.net.   

 

IMPORTANT !!!! 
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Around And About 

Georgia Central GE-44 Tonner #7069 Rolls on to the 
turntable, May 24, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located at the old Central of Georgia Railway Repair 
Shops Complex and Terminal Facilities, 

Savannah, Georgia  
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See Partial List Of Partners On The Next Page 
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