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Highball Into 2025! 

 

As 2024 fades into the sunset and we look forward to 
2025, I hope your NMRA membership and participation 
in our hobby has and will provide you with plenty of re-
warding experiences. 

The past year was filled with some great events in both 
model railroading and prototype railroad fanning as well.   

-The Pacific Coast Region held its annual convention in 
Milpitas in the early spring. The Coast Division did a 
great job organizing and hosting this event.   

-Many of our members spent time in July experiencing 
the Union Pacific’s #4014 “Big Boy” journey to Northern California through the 
Feather River Canyon, to the J.R. Davis Railyard in Roseville where the public had 
the opportunity to see the historic locomotive and executive passenger car consist up 
close. After a couple of days of static display, #4014 conquered Donner Pass on the 
way to Sparks, Nevada and points further east.  

-In August, members of our division had the opportunity to visit several layouts in the 
Sierra Foothills and visit the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum in Ne-
vada City where we held an in-person meeting. 

The early 2025 calendar already has several entries that you might be interested in.  
 
-The Pacific Coast Region Layout Design & Operations Meet will take place at the 
California State Railroad Museum in Sacramento on the weekend of January 31st – 
February 2nd.  This will be a hybrid event that you can attend either in-person or via 
the internet. Registration for both in-person and virtual attendees is now open on the 
convention website. 

 
-Plans for our next in-person Division meeting are in the planning stage. Watch your 
e-mail inbox for details.  
 
-The Great Train Show comes to Cal Expo on the weekend of February 22nd & 23rd.  
Our division will have a membership information table at the show, and we are look-
ing for members to help staff it. Please e-mail me if you are interested in volunteering 
for a shift to interact with show attendees who might be interested in joining the 
NMRA.  Your admission and parking fees will be covered for this event. 
 
-The theme for the 2025 annual PCR Convention is Daylight Limited. Our Region’s 
Daylight Division will be hosTing this event in San Luis Obispo in late March. The 
convention committee is busy scheduling clinics, layout tours and excursions. Regis-
tration for both in-person and virtual attendees is now open on the convention web-
site.  

 

From the Superintendent 
 

Sierra Division 
Callboard 

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Frank Markovich 

frank@markovich.com 
(408) 505 2727 

 

Director, Sierra Division 
Lou Anderson 

louiesqd@att.net 

(480) 845-8480 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 
Dave Putnam 

dave@daveandlisa.net 
(661) 753-6006 

 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Dave Fryman 

fryperson@hotmail.com 
(925) 360 1377 

 

Paymaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 
(408) 663-2019 

 
 

SHORT LINE  Editor  
Chip Meriam 

chipmeriam@comcast.net 
(530) 899-2609  

Contest Chairperson 
Mike Hamlin 

hamlin6250@gmail.com 
(530) 526-4408 

 

Membership Chairperson 
Jim Collins 

(209) 566-0935 

jimcoll51@gmail.com 
 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 

Achievement Program 
Dave Bayless 

(530) 613-5784 
 

Webmaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 

(408) 663-2019 

Short Line  is published quarterly by the 
Sierra Division of the Pacific Coast 
Region of the National Association. 
Material may be reprinted with permis-
sion. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heart-
ily encouraged and will be enthusiasti-
cally accepted! The preferred format 
would be in Rich Text Format (RTF), 
with photos as JPEGs, but we will ac-
cept any format (from a PC or Mac; MS 
Word, Simple Text, typed, or handwrit-
ten). Send it to your editor by regular 

mail to Short Line , 2260 Cherry Glenn 
Ct., Chico, CA 95926 or by email to :  

chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing 
put EDITOR in the subject line.  

Dave Putnam, 
Division Superintendent 

https://ncngrrmuseum.org/
http://bayldops.com/2025/index.html
https://www.greattrainshow.com/great-train-show-information
mailto:dave@daveandlisa.net
https://pcr2025.org/
mailto:frank@markovich.com
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:dave@daveandlisa.net
mailto:fryperson@hotmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
mailto:hamlin6250@gmail.com
mailto:jimcoll51@gmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
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As I write this, Christmas 2024 is still nine days in the future. The spirit of the season is begin-
ning to take hold and, as it has more many years, the early memories of my introduction to this 
hobby come flooding back. I am reasonably certain you’re experiencing a similar bit of personal 
nostalgia as well. Whatever the story of your first encounter with miniature trains, may it be 
merry and bright! 

The mention of nostalgia brings me to another thought: This coming year, 2025, marks the 90th 
anniversary of the formation of the National Model Railroad Association. Our NMRA President, 
Gordy Robinson, touched on this in the November/December NMRA Bulletin. bulletin12-2024 

And be sure to read Dave Connery’s “Looking Back” column in the Jan-Feb-Mar 2025 issue of  
the PCR Branch Line.  I think you’ll find it interesting and informative. 

From the current NMRA By-Laws: 

“The purposes of the NMRA are to: educate persons engaged in scale model railroading in meth-
ods of building and operating model railroad equipment following the prototype practices of railroads; educate persons 
about all aspects of prototype subjects so that models of equipment, engines, structures, and scenery are as accurate as 
possible; develop the technical skills of persons engaged in the art and craft of scale model railroading; develop tech-
nical standards to promote consistent and reliable inter-operability between equipment of various manufacturers; pro-
mote fellowship among model railroaders; and advance the hobby of scale model railroading wherever and whenever 
possible by publications, events, meetings and other practical means”. 

To that end, our own Sierra Division engaged in numerous activities, throughout this past year, designed to provide edu-
cation about, and promotion of, the hobby of 
model railroading: 

We began the year with an operating session at 
the Sacramento Model Railroad Historical Soci-
ety and a meeting at the California State Rail-
road Museum.  

Many of us attended and participated in the Pa-
cific Coast Region convention in Milpitas dur-
ing the spring.  

The summer months saw us explore the Gold 
Country foothills east of Sacramento, and a 
spectacular offering of top-notch layouts and 
museums. 

Finally, the fall was highlighted by our sponsor-
ship of the 2024 International Rail Fair at Cal 
Expo. In this issue, you’ll find a photo essay on 
this worthwhile event. 

So it is clear. During 2024, we managed to ad-
vance the purpose of the National Model Rail-
road Association. I say, “Well done, everyone!” 

Now - on to 2025, and another successful year. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

Chip Meriam, 
Short Line Editor 

 
 

From our house to yours. 
The editorial staff at the Short Line Wishes You A 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/NMRA-November-December-2024-eBulletin.html?soid=1111139991619&aid=CQrMg-0smnQ
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You are invited to the Pacific Coast Region 2025 Daylight Limited Convention 

in San Luis Obispo 

and registration is now open! 
 

We are offering an in person convention as well as a virtual option. If you are interested 
in our in person convention, you will want to act fast to sign up for spots on our excur-
sions and to reserve your hotel room.  

 

 a FREE companion fare ($160 value) that includes the Sunday breakfast! 
 3 days of clinics 
 the PCR business meeting and awards brunch on Sunday 
 Contests 
 layout tours 
 make & take clinics 
 a great hotel with free wi-fi, evening reception, parking and a breakfast buffet for only $154 avg/night for a 4 night 

stay 
 excursions on Amtrak, to Bittercreek Western RR, Norgrove Ry, Santa Maria Valley RR shops, the Pacific 

Coast Railroad at Santa Margarita Ranch, and more!  

 www.pcr2025.org 
Continued on page  5 

http://www.pcr2025.org


   Jan-Feb-Mar 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 www.pcr2025.org 

 
 
 

Our virtual event will include:  
 3 days of clinics 
 tour of the contest room by an MMR 
 Special Interest Group gatherings 
 vendor focus 
 the opportunity to vote on the clinics you would like to see in the virtual event for eve-

ryone registered early 
 and more! 

 

To register: https://pcr2025.org/registration/ 
 
 

Continued on page  6 

 

VIRTUAL EVENT 
Held in conjunction with the 

 in-person convention, for those 
who cannot make it to 

San Luis Obispo 

http://www.pcr2025.org
https://pcr2025.org/registration/
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CLINICS 

LAYOUT TOURS 

EXCURSIONS 
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Short Line 

Mar 10 for the Apr Issue 

June 10 for the July Issue 

Sept 10 for the Oct Issue 

Dec10 for the Jan Issue 

Timetable   

 

Feb 8, 2025 

Sacramento 

May 10, 2025 

To be determined 

 
Aug 8, 2025 

To be determined 

 

Sierra Division continues to have online 
meets via ZOOM. Future online meets 
will be held the second Saturday of 
each month when an in-person meet is 
not scheduled. 

UPCOMING ONLINE MEETS 

(all beginning at 10:30 AM) 

Jan 11, 2025 

Mar  8, 2025 

Apr 12, 2025 

SIERRA DIVISION 
Next In-Person Meet:  February 8 

Sacramento 

9:00 AM  
OP Session at SMRHS 
1990 Grand Avenue 

1:15 PM 
California State Railroad Museum 

 

February Contest Categories: 

Modeling:  Diesel Locomotives 

 

Photo:  Any Railroad Model - Color Only 

 

Railroad Arts & Crafts 

Great Train Show 

February 22 & 23 

Cal Expo - Sacramento, CA 

 www.pcr2025.org 

GREAT TRAIN SHOW SCHEDULE 

TO BE CONFIRMED 

http://www.pcr2025.org
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Join us for a great weekend of local tours, layout tours, clinics, layout design and operations. We are offering 
an in person event in Sacramento as well as a virtual event. This is one of the best events for newer operators 
to get some operations experience.  More information and Early Bird ticket pricing at bayldops.com. Ques-
tions? Contact Cydney:  cgeorge1314@gmail.com  

http://www.bayldops.com/
mailto:cgeorge1314@gmail.com
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Tidewater Southern MRC Inc.  
 

We are Located in Building 1 at the San Joaquin County Fairgrounds (1658 S Airport Way, Stockton, CA 
95206), We have both HO and N scale layouts housed in a 2,400 sq. ft. alcove.  The HO scale layout repre-
sents the former Tidewater Southern branch line of Western Pacific.  We meet every Saturday from 9am 
- 5pm except for major holidays and run trains on the last Saturday of the month. Admission is 
free!  Email us at: tidewatersrhs@gmail.com for our schedule. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1658+S+Airport+Way,+Stockton,+CA+95206?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1658+S+Airport+Way,+Stockton,+CA+95206?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:tidewatersrhs@gmail.com
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At The NMRA Table 

Continued on page  11 

A young model railroader delights 
himself with out TimeSaver switching 
layout. The TimeSaver attracts many 
potential new NMRA members. 

Several model railroading clinics were 
offered throughout both days of Rail 
Fair. 

Railroad artist, Andy Fletcher, was on 
hand to demonstrate his hand-drawing 
techniques. 

 

You can learn more about Andy’s 
work at:  customtrains.org 

 

https://www.customtrains.org/
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Special Exhibits and Activities 

Continued on page  12 

The “Color Sacramento” table provided a hands-on 
experience for railroad fans of all ages 

The “Square Foot Diorama Challenge” drew several entries. This year’s 
theme was “Fall Into Winter”, including anything to do with the fall and/or 
winter seasons. Each entry had to include at least one railroad element. 

For the little ones, a special “Junior Engineer” layout 
was a prime attraction. We can’t help but think this 
exhibit may have been a “first exposure” of our hob-
by to the youngest among us. 
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Co-Sponsor Layouts 

Sacramento Modular Railroaders 

Continued on page  13 

The Sacramento Modular Railroaders, or “Sac-Modular” to most of us, literally put together an enormous and impressive operating HO 
Scale layout. 
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Co-Sponsor Layouts 

European Train Enthusiasts 

Continued on page  14 

The Sacramento chapter of the European Train Enthusiasts set up a modular layout featuring European passenger and freight 
operations under overhead catenary. 
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Local Model Railroad Clubs 

The Sacramento Brick Builders 
displayed a modern layout built 
completely from Lego® compo-
nents. Obviously, this is more 
than a bunch of square plastic 
bricks! 

The Sacramento Garden Railway Society offered Rail Fair attendees a fine dose of large-scale railroading. They will be hosting a National 
Garden Railway convention in June 2025. 

The tiniest of tiny scales was represented in a BIG way by the Bay Area Z Boys. This scale is 
even smaller than N, but the effect is truly impressive with long, prototype-length trains. 
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Have you joined the NMRA Interchange?  It’s the newest tool to help you connect with other 
members, gain knowledge and learn to modeling techniques.  The Interchange is hosted on 
the Discord application which is available for Windows, Apple OS, Android and Apple devic-
es.   See instructions below for signing up.  
 

Joining the NMRA Interchange 

Speed Muller 

IT Manager, NMRA  

 

Have you joined the Interchange yet? If not, follow these steps to get connected! 

1. Go to nmra.org/nmra-interchange 

2. It will ask you to log in to the NMRA website if you're not already logged in. If you are not registered with the 
NMRA website yet, now's the time to do it. Click the "Need a username? Register now" button, and get set up. 
Use the email address on file in the NMRA membership system (probably the one where you got this eBulle-
tin). The system will email you a link to set your password. 

3. Now you should be in the NMRA Interchange page. If not, click this link. 

4. Click on Member Info in the top right corner and scroll down get your exact Member ID. You'll need that later. 

5. Read through the page and then follow the "Interchange Server Invite" link at the bottom. This is a special link 
just for you and will look something like https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx 

6. You will be taken to Discord (the platform that hosts the NMRA Interchange) where you will be prompted to 
sign in, if you already have an account there, or prompted to register, if not. If you need instructions for creating 
an account or logging into Discord they can be found here. 

7. Once you accept the NMRA Interchange Invite, and you are logged in, you will land in #the-lobby with 
a message on what to do next. 

8. We suggest that you read and agree to the #rules first. Just click on #rules and then click on "thumbs up". Then 
click on #the-lobby again to do the most important step. 

9. Discord and the NMRA need to check with each other, in order to verify that you are a current NMRA 
member with an email on file. You start the process with the /onboardcommand. Now, this is very 
sensitive to the type of device you are using, so just type the first few letters /onb at the bottom where 
you see a + sign in a circle. It will complete the command for you in a pop-up just above that. Click on 
the /onboardcommand. Add your membership number (6 characters followed by a space and then 
two more characters) just as you noted in step 4. Example: /onboard input: 123456 0A 

10. Discord and the NMRA computers will have a chat, and then you will receive an email containing a /
clearance command. That's your entry ticket. Copy and paste the whole line into #the-lobby (at the + sign 
again). Example: /clearance input: 654321 

11. You're in! You will not have to do any of this again. If anything derails, you'll get a message telling you what to 
do next, and we also have Moderators in the Interchange standing by to help. 

12. If all went well, you'll now see more than 350 channels (those # things). We suggest you start by going 
to #introduce-yourself and then scroll up to #the-workbench to see what others have done and shared! Then 
find your Region and Division and say "hello" there. And then start participating and enjoy!  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9HZ0VvcQWV4Taz24170ECirp5UAz8E7ljbeNvLefd_J1i-sD61kbFFqsguPO5-Ks_HsUNBuaO086IvFsUmOzyaccPDXWrKN0dg==&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSNeqWHmxLD
https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmH4z7Mi5SUSKWEqy1mmbzUYQkalho9mESbDX76W1OypZqfe_-1WGZN1rbHYpNuI0UL603xjf71kPfP4Dqr9T6S61uguawHZdFZ6AGUkhyM-DLE_f6zh1q4sEAD8kXZISoXK-P0hbzW-VgreksxZHaprFA4suz_Z104WM
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FB: Walt’s Trains and Electronics 
Email: waltstrains@yahoo.com 

408-431-1660 
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Sierra Division events appear on the PCR Calendar. If you would like for Sierra 
Division and PCR events to appear in your personal calendar, you can link to the 
PCR calendar on the web. 
 
This will work if you use Google Calendar, Outlook, or Apple's Calendar app. Go 
to https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/ for instructions on how to 
link to the PCR Calendar. Events placed on the PCR calendar will automatically 
appear in your calendar also. Questions or need help? meldridge2000@gmail.com 

 

 

Wed thru Fri  12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

 

https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
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TANK CARS FOR SALE 
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The Sierra Division, PCR-NMRA is making available to Sierra Division members a “kit” containing the nec-
essary tools and instructions to complete the part 3 requirements of the NMRA Model Railroad Engineer – 
Civil Certificate. More information on the requirement is at: www.nmra.org/civil 
 
The Kit: 
The kit includes tools and templates sufficient to create the following (you only need to construct 3):  

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Right-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Left-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Single crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Double crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Crossing 14 degree  

How the System Works:  
 Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis. All reservations will be for a calendar month. Requests 

must be sent to louiesqd@att.net.  
 The kit will be shipped via UPS on the first day of the month. Arrival should be within 2-3 days.  
 The member may use the kit for what should be, about three weeks.  
 The member must ship the kit back, postage pre-paid by the 25th of the month. This will allow us time to 

check and clean the kit and still send it out again on the first of the month. Zip ties and address infor-
mation will be included in the kit. Return the kit to: 

  Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 
Reservations: 

The rental fee and deposit must be received by the 15th of the preceding month. 

The rental fee for the kit is $25.00 by separate check. This will cover the cost of shipping the kit to the 
member, cleaning costs and additional packaging as needed.  

A deposit in the amount of $500.00 must be included by separate check. This check will NOT be deposit-
ed unless the kit is not returned. When the kit is returned, the check will be destroyed.  

Mail both checks, made payable to the Sierra Division, to:  
 Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776.  
Preparation/Supplies: 
Be prepared. Have all supplies ready and on-hand in advance of the arrival of the kit. You will need:  

Micro-Engineering Code 83 NON-weathered rail, have extra on hand.  
Small diameter solder.  
Soldering iron, min 35 watts. 
Instructions and a DVD are including in the kit or you can go to https://www.handlaidtrack.com/ for more 

information. 
Responsibilities: 
  The member is responsible for loss and all damage to the contents of the kit. If you break it, or damage it 
beyond further use, notify us immediately at louiesqd@att.net. Be prepared to include a check in the amounts 
listed above to cover the cost of replacement.  

 Please notify us as soon as possible if you wish to cancel your reservation so that we can offer it to another 
member. 

  
If you have questions, please direct them to Lou Anderson at louiesqd@att.net. or Chip Meriam at chipmeri-
am@comcast.net.   

 

IMPORTANT !!!! 
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Around And About 

Mike Hamlin 

Portland, ME 

October 26, 2024 - 2:00 PM 

Aboard Maine Narrow Gauge 

Railroad (former Grand Funk) 

While cruising from Boston to 
Nova Scotia 

 

(photo: Jeri Hamlin) 
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See Partial List Of Partners On The Next Page 
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